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Memorandum 

TO • l-M-M « Washington 

prom : Dallas 


subject: Assassination of President Kennedy - Story in Ft. Worth Star Telegram 

on Feb. 10, 19 &h, by Theon Waldo. 

Reference is made to your 1. d. phone conversation this date instructing 
that memorandum submitted by SA Howard re conversation between him and his 
brotlsr be sent to you. The original of the memorandum of Feb. 10, 196U is 
enclosed herewith. Copy of this memorandum is retained in the Dallas office. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




TO 


Chief 


United States Secret Service 

ok ^ • 

/ date: "Kay 27, 1?6U 


FROM : SA Howard - White House Detail 



f * ** 


Ar ^icle sniitied tl Oswcild ca.s 0 2 A 11 • . t 

1?6U, edition of NATIONAL GUARDIAN, a New York newsweekly? he Kay . 9 > 

1 was interviewed on May 21 
the presence of 

o~ tnxs oervzce, in connection wi'lr quotations ap D eari^%fS®S^ 
article (copy attached) allegedly made by me on Februar^ 9 ?oS* 
relative to the assassination of President KenLdy. ^ ^ 9k ’ 

To the best of my knowledge, the following is a factual account or 
my activities on February 9 , I 96 I 4 . U X accoant of 



"roTTT . **x »»+* — -•* ^ m repor-cmg aorent uerp 

£“£ 

or .>4-*- I were riding in the front mu n I 

Snd 1 ? Se f ' ’ B ° th front windows were completely ?tn ancTth? 

on in ?he f?on? S s fS° nS ^^ P ° SSibly ^nffling the conversation going 
of tSe Tonver^tlln/ " niCn ^ aCC0Unt f ° r Mr « Waldo ' s misunderstanding 

i VS __ !' V- f 

and I ware discussing an incident 
of tne Dallas P.D» had told me on Januarv 1 tq<) „ ** ~ v " r v • '** •**" 

male suspect who was questioned bv the miL p n' ? oncernln S a Negro 
his bein- in the to # = ^ , aed by the • tellas P » D * ln connection with 
and haSng ?eJt hSdW Lo-t 031 '^^ ° n ^ ** of the assassination, 
why he left tt to EoJv ? afterwards. When questioned as to ' 

t.4, since ta hiTTp^e'S^^ ^ "****' sbated 
involvement in the shooting. Soever + sasp3 f ed ° p 
apparently had absolutely nothin-? tr, stated that the suspect 

y not,fun 2 to do wmn Oswald nor the shooting. 

After relaying this story toH^ ^^i .mj . . • 

seat (apparently havi„ 2 ZZtu* 
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this man would be testifying before the Warren Commission... ,Kot taking 

Hr. Waldo seriously , and not realizing he was a newspaper reporter 

the reporting agent laughed and jokingly stated “Why yes, I' m sun/ h e 

Vfill be." Mr. Waldo then asked where this man was, to which f. ■; 

stated (in a joking manner) "They probably have him hidden-out ’ somcjptSceT^ 

4 

Upon arrival at Fort Worth, Mr. V/aldo asked to be droooed off at the 
Star-Telegram office. “ 

On this same day at approximately 10 p.m., a television broadcast was 
heard by the reporting agent, to the effect that a witness was being ■ 
hidden by police officers who was to testify before the Warren Commission. 
Kr. Waldo's name was mentioned in this broadcast. A few minutes after 
, the reporting agent received a telephone call from 
•' Washington, D.C., asking if I had heard the broad- 
cast and instructing me to find out whatever I could about it. 

I immediately telephoned the Star-Telegram office and talked with Hr I V/aldo 
asking him. where he had gotten his information as to the’ "hidden witness" ’ 
mentioned in the TV broadcast, to which he answered "You don't have 
anything to worry about, I won't mention your name." Not immediately 
understanding that he was referring to the story had told me 

I said That's fine, but who is this witness who' is going "to testify 
before the Warren Commission?" Again Mr. Waldo told me not to worry: • 

tnat he had spoken with his lawyer who told him that it was all right • • 
to pr ^ nt . st i ory * v,hen 1 realized that he was referring to the story 

that had told me, I told him that there had been a misunder- 

standing and that I was joking with him. 

Whan the article appeared in the Fort-Worth Star.-Telerram of February 10 
196U, I tried to get in touch with' Mr, W a ldo again, but he was not ' 

available 0 

The above incidents were made the subject of an o/tf to 
dated February 11, lgfl u I did not try to get in touc^th'^W^io 
again on the advice of 


In connection with the quotation s al legedly made by me and 


to my knowledge } at no time did IZZS^feritell KrI 
would give him information in regard to an unidentified witness to the 
assassination of President Kennedy; at no time did I refer to "that 
old blacK boy" going before the Warren Commission; at no time did I 
refer to anyone having seen Oswald or anyone else fire a shot from a 
winaow of the Texas Book Depository; at no time did I refer to a janitor 
in^ohe Texas Book Depository; at no time did I tell Kr. Waldo that I 
haa seer, the Negro man in question in the custody of the Dallas police; * 
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ana at no time did I state that a rifl*. „ * 

oirictr” “ Depository uhi = h ^ <-« ££% r^Ls% i0 e 
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0?FICE Dallas 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 

FIELD FORCE 

Dallas, Texas Feb. 10, 1964 


UU-2-JU,030 

A 



To: 



Proa: SA Howard 

He: "Jittness" article printed in Ft Worth Star Telegram 2/10/64. 

On Sunday, Feb 
personal auto, 

I were discussing a numerous incident that had happened in Dallas on the 'day' 
that President Kennedy was. assassinated. This story was told to me by a de- 
tective from the Dallas Police Dept., on January 1, 1964 while I was* in Dallas 
with Lynda Byrd Johnson for the Gotten Bov/1 Game* 

In my car at the time this tale v/as being told by me to was a 
man known only to me as Mr VJaldo, a close frinrd of /T^SZ i^Tlle^was a passenger 
because he had accompanied Mrs Oswald to Dallas Love Fiei^TIr had asked if he 
might ride to Ft Worth with us* 

As v/e role along the Dallas -Ft Worth Turnpike, ray & I v/ere discussing 

& laughing about the incident that the Dallas Policeman^j^old me about. As' ° . •* 
the story went, this negro was in the Texas School Book Depository Bldg, on the 
22nd of Nov., 1963* He v/as suppose to have heard the shots* just above him & had 
hidden for fear he might bseshot also. When the negro found out someone had shot 
the President, he ran for fear of getting involved. He allegedly had a record 
| for vagrancy or some minor violation with the Dallas Police Dept. As I v/as tell- 
j ins J ^ e story, ?: y jT^T- & I were laughing about it l not paying any attention 
to our passenger, until he leaned forward frem the back seat & asked- n Is this ne^ro 
going to testify before the Warren Commission. 2 I laughed :: said I didn’t know,' ° 
that I had never talked to the man & wasn’t even assigned to the Assassination 
Investigation. I also toldj^iia that I didn’t know the names of the negro nor 
where he v/as new. 


... - t , ; ^ said U they* re probab3.y holding him in protective 

custody on a vagrancy* charge . 11 We all laughed. 

At this time Re explained to Waldo that this tale was heresy & that there were 
no facts to prove r .it valid. ' • ■ v 

I was surprised & amassed to read the story that came out in the Ft Worth Star 
Telegram early rnonday morning Feb. 10, 19o4» I immediately called the Star Tele- 
gram. -1 asked to talk to Theon Waldo, the writer of the article. I asked Waldo 
where ho got his information 1 he answered "You don’t have a thing to worry about. 
I v/on’t tell anyone whore I got the information. " I asked him if he had v/ritten 

that story from what he heard in my car Sz if so he v/2.3 wrong & the facts were all 

twisted around; a. were not true a He apoligissd A promised to correct th.e^story. 

About fifteen moments later I received a phone call from F ' a photo- 
grapher for the same paper. He asked if I had seen the story *: what about it. I 

told him that I didn’t know where Waldo got his facts. I asked Jerry what kind of 

fellov: Wal do wrs h ho answered that Waldo v/as a "Spectacular" type of writer that 
would v/r.ite anything £: add too it in order to make a story. 
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treasury department 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 

FIEI.D FORCE 

?eb 10, 1964 


I as.' not sure that this rennvr <. r m v^. L1 . ..r r. , 

was written. However, I do* not feel th-t the article that 

icle would be printed by r/aldo so so^ a n s tt^ « 

cussed an ry car. I am not a-vars that I hav- iXS*- t \ tnat h ' as *>’- 
tine & am writing this report at v OU r • 7 re SUlations at this 

1 0“ not to 4 r.SST^\i™“ 

J£2 ±xn5 in »ay car. I knew him only as a nP r 5 ---^! 1 - 0 fe gjcpir.e he was 




James M Howard 

5 / 1 Y-/ 1 1_ 4_. t 
Special Agent 
H.S. secret Service 
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